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ENDANGERED SPECIES SCIENTIFIC 
AUTHORITY 


[50 CFR Part 810) 
EXPORTS OF APPENDIX li SPECIES 


Bobcat, Lynx, River Otter, and American Gin- 
seng—Proposed Export Findings for the 
1978-1979 Season; Revised Proposals and 
Extension of Comment Period 


AGENCY: Endangered Species Scien- 
tific Authority. 


ACTION: Proposed rulemaking. 


SUMMARY: On July 7, 1978, the En- 
dangered Species Scientific Authority 
(ESSA) proposed findings on a State- 
by-State basis as to whether export of 
bobcat, lynx, and river otter pelts har- 
vested in 1978-1979 and American gin- 
seng roots harvested in 1978 will not 
be detrimental to the survival of the 
species (43 FR 29469 et seq.). The 
ESSA has received subsequently sever- 
al State reports in support of a no det- 


Classi- Quota 


____ fication *77-78_____Number _ 


Nebraska 94 


112 ET & Research 


200 


2,459+30 


“Past ~ Reported Harvest “77°76 0 
How 


PROPOSED RULES 


riment finding. Because we desire 
maximum public input, we are revising 
our July 7 proposals in light of these 
reports, and we are extending until 
August 23 the comment period for 
both the original proposals and these 
revisions. The nature, circumstances, 
and anticipated consequences of these 
proposed findings are described in 
detail in the proposed findings of July 
2 fe 


DATES: Comments are due on or 
before August 23, 1978. 


ADDRESS: Comments should be ad- 
dressed to the Executive Secretary, 
Endangered Species Scientific Author- 
ity, 18th and C Streets NW., Washing- 
ton, D.C. 20240. Forthcoming com- 
ments and comments already received 
will be available for public inspection 
at 1612 K Street NW., Washington, 
D.C., 11th Floor, 7:45 a.m. to 4:15 p.m., 
Mondays through Fridays except Fed- 
eral holidays. 


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 
CONCERNING BIOLOGICAL FIND- 
INGS CONTACT: 


Recent Changes 


__ Reported ___In Management _____ 


ET *78-' 79-Mandatory report 
and tagging to be recar- 


ET (ADJ) mended to Cammission. 


TS (63.5%) 
ET 
TS (ADJ) 


*73-"sight-bait" prohibited. 
‘78-' 79-Mandatory report 
and tagging to be recon- 
mended to Cammission. 


‘77-' 78-Reclassified as 
furbearer, season reduced 
from year-round to 2 
license required to take. 
*78-'73-Proposals to reduce 
season to 1 month in many 


counties, to require tagging 


and special bobcat license. 


*76-Season set and report 
required. 

*77-Season shortened. 
*78-Tagging required. 


Findings & 
Conditions for 
__' 78-79 Season _ 


months, 


Dr. William Y. Brown, Executive 
Secretary, Endangered Species Sci- 
entific Authority, 18th and C Streets 
NW., Washington, D.C. 20240, 202- 
343-5687. 


FOR INFORMATION CONCERN- 
ING EXPORT PERMITS CONTACT: 


Federal Wildlife Permit Office, U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service, Washing- 
ton, D.C. 20240, 202-634-1496. 


SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 
The ESSA revises its proposed export 
findings of July 7, consistent with the 
following modifications in the tables 
published as part of that proposal. 
The State of Vermont was inadvert- 
ently left out of the original table for 
bobcat; the other proposed findings 
are based on new information re- 
ceived. The information and proposed 
findings provided below for different 
States and species are hereby substi- 
tuted for the information and pro- 
posed findings tor those same States 
and species currently contained in 
pages 29480 to 29490 of the July 7 pro- 
posal, Volume 43 of the FEDERAL REc- 
ISTER: 





Comments 


a oe wee oe ee 


Population estimate, based on 
habitat survey: 1,745. 
Reproductive research, 1977- 
78. Harvest possibly reduced 
by uncertain market and bad 
weather. 


A Catch per unit effort improvec 
by 46.8% fron 1976-77 to 1977- 
78. Preliminary aye data fron 
363 teeth. New adult popula- 
tion estimate: 9,358. Annual 
recruitment estimate: 7,930. 
Lagonorph populations 
increasing. 


Furbearer study started, '77; 
revision of furbearer program 
in progress. Data to be col- 
lected from harvested animals. 
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Classi- Quota 


state __ 


Washington G,F 6,000 2,700 


1,491 


Navajo Nation G,F 


‘Past "Reported Harvest "77-"76- ~~ 
How 


__ fication °77-78 Number __ 





"Findings & 
Recent Changes 
__Reported ___In Management _____' 78-79 Season 


Conditions for 








*72-Trapping season reduced A 
from all year to 3 months. 
Exposed bait prohibited in 

E. Washington. 

*7]-' 78-Season reduced 
substantially, especially 

E. Washington. 

'78-'79-Further season reduc- 
tion proposed, tagging manda- 
tory for "export" from State, 


No commercial trapping 
authorized prior to 1975, 
currently occurs under 
permit with required 
reporting and set season. 
*78-Plan field censuses, 


Comments 


Age structure and reproduc- 
tive data being processed; 
preliminary analysis suggests 
young population. Research 
planned on pelt disposition. 


Commercial trapping considere: 
a minor activity on Reserva- 
tion. Bobdcat pelts relativel 
unimportant for religious pur: 
poses, and little used on 
Reservation. 





OTTER 


Washington 770 760 


538 





TR 
ET 


Local closures adjusted 
regularly. 

*78-Tagging mandatory prior 
to "export" from State. 
*78-—' 79-Season for Olympic 
Peninsula extendad 2 weeks. 
Decreasing23/ Collector’s A 

Reports 


Locally Common24/ = 


Stable co 


Publication of these proposed find- 
ings has been approved unanimously 
by the Members of the Endangered 
Species Scientific Authority. 


Dated: August 2, 1978. 


WILLIAM Y. Brown, 
Executive Secretary, Endangered 
Species Scientific Authority. 


{FR Doc, 78-21860 Filed 8-4-78; 8:45 am] 
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Eastern Washington closed, 
population growing. Increas- 
ing population on Olympic 
Peninsula. 


The State has initiated a pro 
gram to better establish the 
species’ status and to monito: 
and manage its harvest. Not 
included in State endangered 
species list. 
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Separate indexes are published 
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announcements. It contains the full text 
of the President's public speeches, 
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